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COURSE SYLLABUS

I. Course Description

ED 349R   The purpose of this course is to encourage preservice teachers to include
the arts in their future classrooms and teaching pedagogy.  Students in this course
will focus on art, music and drama and how to integrate them into the classroom
curriculum.  The course is in a “workshop” format, with students completing projects
both that help them discover the place of the arts in their future classrooms.   2
credits

II. Course Objectives

A. Illinois Professional Teaching Standards

No standards addressed for this course.

B. Language Arts Standards for All Illinois Teachers

No standards addressed for this course.

C. Technology Standards for All Illinois Teachers

5G. applies specific-purpose electronic devices (such as a graphing calculator,
language translator, scientific probeware, or electronic thesaurus) in
appropriate content areas.

D. Standards for Certification in Elementary Education

7A. understands concepts, techniques, and materials of the visual arts; cultural
dimensions of the visual arts; and interrelationships among the visual arts and
the other art forms. 

7B. understands concepts, techniques, and materials for producing, listening to,
and responding to music; cultural dimensions of music; and interrelationships
among music and the other art forms. 

7C. understands concepts, techniques, and materials related to drama; cultural
dimensions of drama; and interrelationships among drama and the other art
forms.

7E. promotes artistic development, appreciation, and performance.

7F. teaches the use of various tools, including technology, for creating, analyzing
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and performing works of art.

E. Instructor’s Objectives

1. To assist you in your effort to become thoughtful, creative, enthusiastic,
committed teachers.

2. To help you uncover your heart for teaching.

3. To discover the impact that integrating the arts into the curriculum can have
on student learning.

4. To teach in a way that encourages you to think about material at a deeper
level.

5. To sponsor and encourage innovation and creativity, rather than a fill-in-the-
blank mentality.

6. To demonstrate and model effective teaching techniques that you may want
to use in your own classroom.

7. To cultivate relationships between with and between students.

8. To create an environment where we are a community of learners together.

9. To enjoy our experience together.

III. Course Fee

Art supplies are used to support your learning in this class.  Please be prepared to pay
a lab fee of $20.00 on the first evening.  This will cover most basic supplies that you
will need during this course.  You may pay cash or write a check to Trinity
International University which will be collected by the instructor.

IV. Texts  

A. Frank, Marjorie.  I can make a rainbow (1976).  Nashville, TN: Incentive
Publications.  ISBN 0913916196.

B. Article Packet for ED 349R, found at www.mbsdirect.net.

C. Online readings and articles (specific sites listed in Course Outline).

D. Student Manual for ED 349R, found at www.tiu.edu/reach/manuals.



3

V. Course Outline

A. Session One

1. By the end of this session, students will be able to...

a. Name five ways to integrate music into the curriculum.

b. Name the seven elements of art.

c. Explain the use of learning centers in the classroom environment.

d. Plan a bulletin board for their future classroom.

2. Class Topics

a. Music Theory Quiz.

b. Music Theory and classroom music ideas.

c. The Seven Elements of Art:  We will focus on the seven elements of
art to create example projects for each in class.

d. Learning Stations:  We will consider the use of learning stations as a
way to integrate the arts in classrooms.  You will be creating two
learning stations, one on art and one on music, for the final two nights
of this class.

e. The classroom environment:  We will discuss the use of bulletin
boards and other displays that may encourage the arts in classrooms.

3. Assignments Due

a. Go to the following website (http://www.musictheory.net/) and click
on “LESSONS”.  Complete the lessons on the following topics:   

The Staff, Clefs and Ledger Lines

Note Duration

Measures and Time Signatures

Rest Duration

Dots and Ties

Simple and Compound Meter

Odd M eter

Steps and Accidentals

The Major Scale

The Minor Scale

Key Signatures

Key Signature Calculations

b. Be prepared to take a Music Theory Quiz on these topics.
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c. Read the following two articles found in the article packet you
purchased.  Answer the questions regarding these articles found in the
Assignments and Activities portion of this syllabus.  Responses to the
questions concerning these articles are due at the beginning of the
first class session.

• Oddleifson, E.  (1994).  What do we want our schools to do?
Phi Delta Kappan, (February), p. 446 – 453.

• Leshnoff, S.  (1995).  Art, ambiguity and critical thinking. Art
Education, September, p. 51 – 56.

B. Session Two

1. By the end of this session the students will be able to...

a. Name five uses of rhythm instruments.  We will make some in class,
you will make your own to turn in for Session Three.

b. List at least five ways to use puppets in the classroom.  These puppets
will be due in Session Three.

c. Create and explain the use of masks in the curriculum.  We will make
these masks in class.

2. Class Topics

a. Rhythm Instruments

b. Discuss Bulletin Boards 

c. Puppetry:  We will consider the use and creation of puppets as a way
to encourage language arts in the classroom.  These puppets will be
due in Session Three.

d. Mask making: We will discuss the many applications of mask making
and the uses of masks in the curriculum, especially in language arts.
Please wear or bring old clothes and bring a bar of soap and towel
for this session.

3. Assignments Due

a. Read the article “Aesthetic Education and the Quality of Life” found
in your Article Packet.   Complete the questions regarding this article
in the “Assignments and Activities” section of this syllabus.   
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b. Creating a Bulletin Board – Create a bulletin board that teaches one
or more of the elements of art.  A more detailed description of this
project and a grading rubric are found in the “Assignments and
Activities” section of this syllabus. Your bulletin board must be
displayed in the classroom prior to the beginning of the second
session. Arrive in time for your display to be ready by 6:00 pm.

c. Creating Rhythm Instruments – see instructions in the “Assignments
and Activities” section.

C. Session Three

1. By the end of this session the students will be able to...

a. List five ways to use learning centers in the classroom.

b. Share a creative dramatics idea with the class and tell how it fits in
the curriculum.

2. Class Topics

a. Puppetry: Share puppets each class member created.

b. Art: Learning Stations

3. Assignments Due

a. Elements of Art Learning Center – see “Assignments and Activities”
section for details.

b. Puppets – see “Assignments and Activities” section for details.

c. Turn in completed masks (started in Session Two).

D. Session Four

1. By the end of this session students will be able to...

a. List five ways to use music learning centers in the classroom.

b. Share a creative dramatics ideas with the class and tell how it fits in
the curriculum.

2. Class Topics



6

a. Music:   Theory Learning Stations

b. Drama:  Creative Dramatics

3. Assignments Due

a. Elements of Music Theory Learning Center – see “Assignments and
Activities” section for details.

b. Creative Dramatics Idea due – see “Assignments and Activities”
section for details.

E. Due One Week After the Last Session

A. The following lesson plans and art examples are due the week after the class
ends.  Please organize these ideas and lessons in a binder that you may be
able to use in the future.  Plans and ideas should be written without spelling
or grammatical errors.  The plans and ideas should be typed.  

B. A detailed description of these projects and the lesson plan formats are in the
“Assignments and Activities” portion of this syllabus (see Table of Contents
for page numbers.

1. The Seven Elements of Art

2. Integrating Art

3. Creative Dramatics

VI. Course Requirements

A. Complete all assignments listed in Section V of the Course Syllabus.

1. Readings and Assignments

Students are expected to complete assigned readings and activities
prior to each class session.  A Basic Knowledge Inventory will assess
student understanding of major theories presented in this course.

2. Portfolio

Each student in an education prefix course is required to maintain a
portfolio which includes at least one sample product from each
education course.  This is an ongoing requirement and is due at the
end of the Student Teaching Semester.
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3. Assignments

All assignments must be typed in black (double-spaced) using a 12-
point standard font.  Standard English usage is expected.  No late
assignments will be accepted for credit.  Requests for incomplete
grades must be approved by the Dean of Trinity College.

B. Attendance/Late Policy

Because of the accelerated and collaborative nature of the REACH courses,
students are required to attend every class session.  Missing a single class
means a significant portion of the contact with the faculty member and the
learning community has been lost.  For this reason, in all REACH courses,
students missing one class session will be penalized between one-half and
one full letter grade.  Students missing more than one class period will
receive no credit for the class and a grade of “F” will be recorded. The
course must then be retaken in order to receive credit.  In addition,
students may miss no more than two class sessions in a given semester,
regardless of the circumstances. 

Any student missing more than 30 minutes of a course session will be
considered absent for the full course session.  Participation points are earned
and calculated in the final grade of a course based upon on-time attendance
at each session. See REACH Program Handbook for more information on
attendance.

Late work will not be accepted unless the student requests an extension prior
to the deadline and the instructor grants the request.  There may also be a
substantial penalty for late work.  An extension on the time needed to submit
final course requirements will only be granted in unusual circumstances and
if the instructor and the Dean grant the request.
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VII. Grading Criteria

Session Due Assignment Points Possible Points Realized

Session One

Article # 1 response 5

Article # 2 response 5

Music Theory Quiz 15

Session Two

Article # 3 response 5

Bulletin Board 25

Rhythm Instrument 15

Session Three

Art Learning Center 35

Puppet 15

Mask 5

Session Four
Music Learning Center 35

Creative Dramatics Idea 10

Week After 
Session Four

Mini-unit Art, Music, Drama Ideas 30

Participation 20

TOTAL POINTS 200

CLASS GRADE

Grading Scale

184 above A
164 - 183 B
140 - 163 C
120 - 139 D
below 119 F
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ASSIGNMENT AND ACTIVITIES
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Session One
Article Responses

Article # 1

Please read the indicated article found in your article packet.  Answer the questions listed.
Responses to the questions concerning these articles are due at the beginning of the class session.
Responses should be typed and free of mechanical errors. 

Article

Oddleifson, E.  (1994).  What do we want our schools to do?  Phi Delta Kappan, (February),
p. 446–453.

Discussion Questions – 5 points

1.  What are the two other types of curriculum that are described by Sautter in this article
and what do they mean?   

2. What does Ron Berger, a sixth grade teacher, say about the benefits of including the
arts in the curriculum?  

3. How does Oddleifson describe the principles that he sees as driving education today?

4.  How does Oddleifson say knowledge is constructed?  

5.  How do most educators believe that meaning is created according to Oddleifson? 

6.  What does Edward de Bono say about the importance of encouraging higher-order
perceptive skills within students?  

7.  How much of the US Department of Education’s budget is devoted to arts education?

8. What does Oddleifson claim we may be denying students when we deny the arts in
the school curriculum?  

9. What are the three basic principles developed by Project Zero?  

10.  What does Peter Drucker believe about the transformation taking place in
humankind?  
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Session One
Article Responses

Article # 2

Article

Leshnoff, S.  (1995).  Art, ambiguity and critical thinking.  Art Education, September, p. 51
– 56.

Discussion Questions – 5 points

1. What does art criticism offer to teachers? 

2. What is Baron’s model of good thinking? 

3. What are the steps of the scientific process?  (This answer is not found in the article.)

4. What two questions can a teacher ask students to help them come to grips with the
stage of uncertainty?  

5. Create a chart like the one below, and list Baron’s model of good thinking next to the
steps of the scientific process.  Compare and contrast the two processes.  What do
you think about these two?

Baron’s Model of Good Thinking The Scientific Process

6. How can visual form be analyzed? 

7. How can teachers create a classroom conducive to critical thinking? 

8. What are valid responses to a work of art based upon?  

9. What are at least two of the different modes of information storage in the brain? 

10. Find three pieces of artwork to share with students.  Write a set of questions that you
might use to ask students for their interpretations of these works.   You may find
these pieces in your home or on the internet  (www.art.com has an abundance of
famous artwork).  Bring them to class with your questions.
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Session One
Music Theory Lessons

15 points for quiz

Go to the following website (http://www.musictheory.net) and click on “LESSONS”. Complete the
lessons on the following topics:

The Staff, Clefs and Ledger Lines
Note Duration
Measures and Time Signatures
Rest Duration
Dots and Ties
Simple and Compound Meter

Odd Meter
Steps and Accidentals
The Major Scale
The Minor Scale
Key Signatures
Key Signature Calculations

Be prepared to take a quiz on these topics at the beginning of Session One. 
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Session Two
Article Response

Article # 3

Article

Curtis, T.  (1981).  Aesthetic education and the quality of life.  Phi Delta Kappa Educational
Foundation.  p.  6 – 13.

Discussion Questions – 5 points

1. A quote at the top of the article by Ovid, states that “Nothing is more useful than this
art which has no use.”  What does this mean to you?

2. Curtis sates that “a search for beauty characterizes all cultures”.  Brainstorm how this
search for beauty is characterized in the United States.

3. What determines aesthetic criteria for individuals?

4. What part does aesthetic education play in improving the quality of life? 

5. Why is student motivation improved?

6. What are the stages of aesthetic development?

7. What is the first stage a performer goes through?

8. How does Harry Broudy describe appreciation?

9. What does it mean to appreciate?

10. What does criticism involve?
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Solid Content
6 ft

Session Two
Bulletin Board

25 points

Create a bulletin board that teaches one or more of the elements of art. You will teach the element
of art that you select through the bulletin board.  It should be somewhat interactive for students.
Your bulletin board must be put up in the classroom or hallway prior to the beginning of the second
session of class.  We will take a digital picture of your bulletin board for you to place in your student
teaching portfolio.  

Your bulletin board should include the following elements

1. It must be a minimum of 4 ft by 6 ft in size.  (It can be larger if you choose.)

2. There must be a border around the perimeter of the bulletin board paper.

3. If you create some sort of character on the bulletin board, make one or two large
characters rather than many small characters.

4. The bulletin board should be interactive for students in some way  (This might
include having a place to display their work.)

5. Lettering should be bold and easily read by students.

6. All elements for this bulletin board must be handmade by you.  Do not purchase the
needed elements from a teacher supply store.  If you wish, you could print things on
the computer to either trace or directly use on the board. 

Bulletin Board Example:
Border Lettering Large characters

4ft

 The Beat Goes On! 

As;dlkfjam
Slkdfj
Lkdfjal

Dkfalsksdl

dk
kllalkd

Slksd Salkdfj
Dlkjfal
Lskjdf
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Session Two
Bulletin Board
Grading Rubric

Name: ___________________________
   

Bulletin Board Element
Points

Possible
Points

Realized
Comments

Size: Minimum of 4' by 6' 1

Background:  Butcher Paper or

Unusual Material

1
3*

Border: Creative boarder around the

perimeter of the board.
1

Lettering: Clear, bold lettering on the

board.
1

Content: Clearly teaches one or more

of the 7 elements of art.
7

Interactive: The bulletin board is

interactive for students.
4

Appeal: The board is visually

appealing.  The eye is drawn to the

center of the board.

3

Effort: Materials are all self-created

by student.
2

TOTAL 20

*using an unusual material for the background yields 3 points rather than 1.
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Session Two
Rhythm Instrument

15 points

Create a rhythm instrument that you will be able to keep and use in your own classroom in the future.
Choose an instrument to create that is made of sturdy materials.  Make sure the instrument looks
engaging for students. A grading rubric follows an explanation of this project. 

The goal of this project is to create a rhythm instrument for YOU to use as you teach the concept of
rhythm in your future classroom.  For this reason, create an instrument that will be able to be used
for the next few years.  For example, a tambourine made out of two paper plates would not be sturdy
enough to last but a tambourine made out of two metal pie plates would be fine.  Make sure to
decorate your instrument.

Anything that you can shake, rattle, beat, etc. is fine.  The more original your idea, the better.  You
will share your instrument in class.  You can use one of the following websites for inspiration and/or
directions for making homemade instruments.

http://www.cathysmusic.com/instructions.html 
http://www.nancymusic.com/PRINThomemade.htm
http://www.perpetualpreschool.com/instruments.html
http://www.pullmankids.com/articles/musical.html 
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Session Two
Rhythm Instrument

Grading Rubric

Name: ________________________________

Rhythm Instrument Element
Points

Possible
Points

Realized
Comments

Sturdy Materials: This instrument

will last for several years.
3

Sound: The rhythm instrument makes

a very clear and distinct sound.
2

Originality: The rhythm instrument is

creative and unusual.
3

Usability: This rhythm instrument

could obviously be used in a classroom

with students.

2

Appeal: The instrument is visually

appealing.
3

Presentation: The presentation made

in class showed confidence and clarity.
2

TOTAL 15
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Session Three
Art Learning Center

35 points

Create a learning center that focuses on one or more of the seven elements of art. The learning
stations are due at the beginning of the third class session. Using some sort of tri-fold board, you will
design an activity that teaches some element of art through one of the following themes. The choices
of the themes are:

1. The Westward Movement    

2. The Solar System

3. Poetry    

4. Dinosaurs     

5. Butterflies

On the Tri-fold

1. Place a border around the perimeter.

2. Decorate the board.

3. Use letters to “advertise” your theme.

4. Give content for students about the art element that is somehow expressed through
the theme that you selected.  

On the Table  

1. Place materials for students to create an art project that somehow reinforces the art
element.

2. Make sure you have instructions either on the table or on the tri-fold.
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Session Three
Art Learning Center

Grading Rubric

Name: _____________________________

Learning Center Element
Points

Possible
Points

Realized
Comments

Appeal: The center is visually

appealing.  Student would find it

engaging.

5

Tri-fold: Has a border and lettering

advertising the theme of the center.
4

Clarity: The instructions and the

concept are both very clear and

understandable.

2

Content: Clearly teaches one or more

of the 7 elements of art combined with

the theme selected.

10

Activity: There is a very engaging

activity for students to complete
8

Materials: All materials are present

for students to create the project
3

Effort: Materials are self-created. 3

TOTAL 35
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Session Three
Puppet

15 points

Create a puppet that you will be able to keep and use in your own classroom in the future.  Choose
a puppet to create that is made of sturdy materials.  Make sure the puppet is engaging for students.
A grading rubric follows an explanation of this project. 

The goal of this project is to create a puppet for YOU to use as you teach in your future classroom.
For this reason, create a puppet that will be able to be used for the next few years.  For example, a
puppet made out of a paper bag would not be sturdy enough to last but a puppet made out of cloth
and a broomstick would be fine.  

Any puppet that you can use to speak, interview, or use for retelling stories is fine.  The more
original your idea, the better.  You will share your puppet in class.  You can use one of the following
websites for inspiration and/or directions for making homemade puppets.

Some helpful websites to get an idea of the types of puppets you can create  are:

http://www.sagecraft.com/puppetry/   Explore the types of puppets shown under
Puppetry Definitions, Puppet Traditions
Around the World, Using Puppets and Puppet
Building.

http://www.cln.org/themes/puppetry.html
http://www.gomilpitas.com/homeschooling/explore/puppets.htm 
http://www.gis.net/~puppetco/
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Session Three
Puppet

Grading Rubric

Name: _____________________________________

Puppet Element
Points

Possible
Points

Realized
Comments

Sturdy Materials: This puppet will

last for several years.
2

Effort: There was obviously a great

deal of effort put into this project
3

Originality: The puppet is creative

and unusual
5

Usability: T his puppet could

obviously be used in a classroom with

students.

2

Appeal: The puppet is visually

appealing
5

Presentation: The presentation made

in class showed confidence and clarity.
3

TOTAL 20
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Session Four
Music Learning Center

35 points

Create a learning center that focuses on one or more of the elements of music theory. The learning
stations are due at the beginning of the fourth class session. Using some sort of tri-fold board, you
will design an activity that teaches some element of music through one of the following themes. The
choices of the themes are:

1. Fractions  

2. The Westward Movement    

3. The Solar System

4. Poetry       

5. Dinosaurs                             

6. Butterflies

On the Tri-fold

1. Place a border around the perimeter.

2. Decorate the board.

3. Use letters to “advertise” your theme.

4. Give content for students about the music theory that is somehow expressed through
the theme that you selected.  

On the Table
 

1. Place materials for students to create or participate in a project that somehow
reinforces the music theory.

2. Make sure you have instructions either on the table or on the tri-fold.
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Session Four
Music Learning Center

Grading Rubric

Name: ______________________________________

Learning Center Element
Points

Possible
Points

Realized
Comments

Appeal: the center is visually

appealing.  Students would find it

engaging.

5

Tri-fold: Has a border and lettering

advertising the theme of the center.
4

Clarity: The instructions and the

concept are both very clear and

understandable.

2

Content: Clearly teaches one or more

of the elements of music theory

combined with the theme selected.

10

Activity: There is a very engaging

activity to students to complete.
8

Materials: All materials are present

for students to create the project
3

Effort: Materials are all self-created by

student.
3

TOTAL 35
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Session Four
Creative Dramatics Idea

10 points

Find or invent an activity in creative dramatics to share with our class.  Write it in the lesson plan
format provided below.  Be prepared to lead the class through the activity during class.  You may
want to use one of the following websites to get a creative drama idea to use.

http://www.childdrama.com/   (Go to Main Menu, then Lesson Plans)
http://www.susancanthony.com/Resources/timsav/creativedrama.html
http://www.proteacher.com/080010.shtml   

Lesson Plan Format

Anticipatory Set /
Engaging
Activity:

Objective:
By the end of this lesson, the students will be able to:

Materials:

Procedure:

Closing /
Assessment
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Lesson Plans and Art Examples
The Seven Elements of Art

The following lesson plans and art examples are due the week after the class ends.  Please organize
these ideas and lessons in a binder that you may be able to use in the future.  Plans and ideas should
be written without spelling or grammatical errors.  The plans and ideas should be typed.

Go to the website below and find the definitions for each of the seven elements of art. Using your
book I Can Make a Rainbow for project ideas, create a lesson plan for each of the seven elements.
The website is:  

http://www.guidancecom.com/alphabet/

The seven lesson plans are part of a mini-unit that is due the week after the last class. They should
be typed without spelling or grammatical errors.  Use the following lesson plan format.

Lesson Plan Format

Anticipatory Set /
Engaging
Activity:

Objective:
By the end of this lesson, the students will be able to:

Materials:

Procedure:

Closing /
Assessment
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Lesson Plans and Art Examples
 Integrating Art

Using your book, I Can Make a Rainbow, pick 5 art projects to create that you would be able to use
as a part of the curriculum in a classroom.  Think about how you might incorporate the project into
Reading, Writing, Math, Spelling, Science, or Social Studies. The five projects and an explanation
of how you might use each one in the classroom are due as a part of the mini-unit that is due the
week after the last class. You will be making actual examples of the projects to use with students in
your future classroom.  These should be put in a section of your “mini-unit” binder.  If the art pieces
are too large to fit in the binder, please take a photograph of them to place in the binder.  Make sure
you explain each activity and how you would use it.
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Lesson Plans and Art Examples
Creative Dramatics

Using the following websites, pick 5 different activities in creative dramatics that can be integrated
into the curriculum and used in your future classroom. You will write these as the procedure section
of the lesson plan format.  You will need to write the remainder of each lesson plan to fit with the
creative drama procedure.  The five projects and an explanation of how you would use them in the
classroom are due at the as a part of the mini-unit that is due the week after the last class. Lesson
plans should be written without spelling or grammatical errors and should be typed. 

http://www.childdrama.com/   (Go to Main Menu, then Lesson Plans)
http://www.susancanthony.com/Resources/timsav/creativedrama.html
http://www.proteacher.com/080010.shtml    

Lesson Plan Format

Anticipatory Set /
Engaging
Activity:

Objective:
By the end of this lesson, the students will be able to:

Materials:

Procedure:

Closing /
Assessment


