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TEDS: A Spoust’s PERsPECTIVE

Recently while rummaging
through the Trinity Wives Fel-
lowship (TWF) closet I came
upon a degree that had been
conferred upon TWF. The

field of study: “Putting Honey
Through.” While I got a good
laugh at this, it did get me
thinking of the truth behind
this statement. The common
quote “It takes a village to raise
a child” can be applied here: “it
takes a family to help a spouse
graduate.” When a family mem-
ber goes back to school there
are adjustments to be made:
schedules change, perhaps there
is a new place to call home, and
the endless quest to explain
what your spouse will do with an
“M.Div.” begins.

While Billy and I went through
all of the external changes, there
were internal changes that I

was not prepared to experience.
First, I felt socially, emotionally,
and spiritually isolated. I was a
TEDS spouse, but I did not live
on campus, was not going to
take a class, and just didn’t know
how I fit into my husband’s
school life. This feeling of isola-
tion brought with it a period

of loneliness that God used in

a couple of ways. He made me
fully dependent on Him for my
joy and He brought me to the
Gurnee small group of TWF.
This small group connected me
to Trinity and provided much-
needed friendships with other
women.

The second internal change was
a period of adjustment for us

in our marriage. We had come
from Billy selling cars and work-
ing upwards of 60 hours a week
while I was in graduate school.
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When we came to TEDS, sud-
denly he was home all the time.
But even though he was home,
he needed to study—a big differ-
ence from before! The first year
we learned, and are still learn-
ing, that communication would
be crucial. We had “date nights,”
which meant that Billy didn’t do
any homework and I didn’t do
any of the work I brought home.
This night, set apart from the
week, helped us stay connected
and gave us something to look
forward to during the busy week.

While there have been challeng-
es during our time at TEDS, we
have grown as a couple. I have
learned from my husband (I can
now say the Hebrew alphabet
and explain the Fine Tuning
Argument, among many other
things!), and him from me. I
have learned from the women

in TWF, and he has learned
from fellow students. We have
learned about ourselves and
each other. Above all, we have
learned that our marriage must
be a priority.

As Billy, and therefore I, gradu-
ate this Spring I have started

to reflect back on our time at
Trinity. What would I tell other
spouses? First, find friends.
Second, take advantage of the
unique opportunities Trinity of-
fers: listen to speakers or attend
a Tenebrae service—you may not
get these chances again. Finally,
keep talking to your spouse and
together keep listening to God
as He directs your steps through
TEDS and beyond.

Shaunte Pohl has a Pharm.D., is a professor,
and serves as the president of TWF.

Christine Colon and Bon-

nie Field’s Singled Out: Why
Celibacy Must Be Reinvented
in Today’s Church addresses

a reality they have personally
experienced and statistically re-
searched—evangelical churches
do not, in general, know what
to do with 30something celi-
bate singles. They argue gently
and wisely that both Christian
30somethings and evangelical
churches need to be “armed first
with a positive understanding of
celibacy” that recognizes celi-
bacy as a God-honoring, valu-
able way of being in the world.
Secondly, committed celibates
must then engage a “supportive
community [the church] that
not only acknowledges their
existence but also values their
participation.” As Colon and
Field conclude, commitment
within this community requires
a two way street, one on which
both singles over thirty and the
entire church family are mutu-
ally invested and participating.

They initially survey secular
media’s views on celibacy in
such popular series as Sex and
the City, Gilmore Girls, and
Everwood as well as movies
such as The 40-Year-Old Vir-
gin and Bridget Jones’ Diary,
none of which leave celibacy
appearing to be a sane, viable,
or even possible lifestyle option.
Rather, they assume that if one

is not sexually active, something
must be inherently wrong or
repressed. Colon and Field rec-
ognize that some secular views
of celibacy shed positive light on
it as an end to power, freedom,
and a sacrifice for the greater
good among such superheroes
as Superman and Spiderman.
Colon and Field next survey
both positive
and negative
Christian views
of celibacy They
affirm the role
abstinence pro-
grams play for
singles younger
than thirty.
They also survey
Christian dat-
ing guides and
other Bible study
literature which
offer up encour-
aging counsel

to singles, such
as They Were
Single Too: Biblical Role Mod-
els or Marva Dawn’s I'm Lonely
Lord—How Long? Meditations
on the Psalms. On the flip side,
however, Christian culture often
ignores its celibate members on
Sunday morning when a major-
ity of sermon applications or il-
lustrations mean something only
in families. Views run rampant
that a celibate lifestyle is self-
ish, undesirable, or unnatural,
adopting also secular views that

Singled

Out

marriage is the only grown-up
reality.

Colon and Field turn to outline
dangerous messages that a celi-
bate single encounters in Chris-
tian literature, rhetoric, and
relational ideals. They point out
“there is never any real discus-
sion of celibacy. Marriage is al-
ways assumed...
and within this
context there

is the often
implied and
occasionally
stated message
that sex is the
one tempta-
tion that can-
not be resisted
long-term.” Too
often, they sug-
gest, churches
and Christians
conclude that
sexuality can-
not be affirmed
outside of sexual encounters;
thus, if one embraces the prac-
tice of waiting for sex until
marriage, but one never marries,
sexuality can never be affirmed
or lived. Secondly, they contend
with messages which portray
marriage as the primary vehicle
for spiritual maturity and hap-
piness. Without marriage, one
cannot have either of these, nor
will one ever have anything as
wonderful as the “mind-blowing
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sex” that is the “ultimate re-
ward” for chastity.

What is the way forward out of
the viewpoints and messages
and into an embrace of older
celibate adults in the church’s
midst? Colon and Field make
three suggestions. First, church-
es should interact with Scripture
honestly and entirely to position
marriage appropriately along-
side celibacy. Secondly, after
lending a critical eye to historical
baggage concerning sex, women,
and virginity, they suggest that
“church fathers, contemporary
Catholic thinkers, and contem-
porary Protestant writers” pro-
vide a plethora of teaching that
may encourage 21st celibates

in the absence of solid teaching
churches currently. Lastly, they
suggest perspective adjustment
concerning marriage and its
limits, celibacy and its realities,
and sexuality and its appropri-
ate enactment. In the end, Colon
and Field desire that celibacy
not be embraced as a higher

and holier calling than marriage
and family but that it be treated,
encouraged, and formed in a
church’s fabric as a God-honor-
ing lifestyle, pursued equally as
either a choice or a circumstan-
tial reality.

Singled Out proves to be a
culturally engaged and ana-
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Few films portray the relation-
ships of our lives as honestly and
as tragically as Sam Mendes’
Revolutionary Road (2008).
Adapted from Richard Yates’
1961 novel of the same name,

its story is set in 1955 suburban
America. But rather than posit-
ing the cliché critiques of white
picket fences and cookie-cutter
houses, it much more power-
fully zeroes in on the people and
relationships which exist within
those overly-disparaged con-
fines.

The film focuses on the relation-
ship of Frank and April Wheeler,
a young married couple in their
late twenties struggling within
the stifling suburban environ-
ment. But more than that,
Frank and April are battling to
find hope for their marriage and
meaning within their mundane
lives.

The story follows the rise and
fall of any hope for Frank and
April’s relationship. Itis clear
from the beginning that their
marriage is in deep crisis; anger,
bitterness, and resentment seem
to characterize their every word
and deed. But a ray of hope
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enters in when Frank and April
impulsively decide to move to
Paris. Their relationship gains
new life as

exchange of verbal blows and
self-destructive behavior finally
culminates in a catastrophic
finale, one that confirms our

they dream worst fears
about es- of where
caping to a their tragi-
place where cally failed
they can marriage
live happily could lead
together them.
and find
the mean- Through
ing they the story
have been of a failed
searching marriage
for. Mendes
offers up
But their a vision of
dream is the hope-
crushed as less emp-
the realities tiness of
of life cause the human
the rela- PHOTO COURTESY OF condition.
tionship to WWW.REVOLUTIONARYROADMOVIE.com  This vision
unravel. is par-

The Wheelers begin to tear each
other apart at the places where
they are most vulnerable. Frank
questions April’s ability to love;
April questions Frank’s man-
hood. Ultimately they descend
into the very “hopeless empti-
ness” they sense characterizes
their suburban context. Their

ticularly compelling because we
sense that the pain and anguish
portrayed in the demise of
Frank and April’s relationship is
indeed true to life; the tragedy
is all too real. And Mendes uses
the power of his story to express
what he sees as an unavoid-
able conclusion: though there

are various ways of coping with
the hopeless emptiness, there
is ultimately no escape from

its clutches. It will inevitably
ravage our lives and our closest
relationships. No exceptions.

While we as believers need

to hear Mendes out and even
applaud his insights into the
plight of the fallen human
condition, we must also object
to the totality of his vision, one
of emptiness that indeed has no
hope of remedy or redemption.
We must ask how we should
respond to the unapologetic
bleakness of Mendes’ perspec-
tive. Indeed, it seems we must
insist that though the emptiness
of our lives is tragic, we are not
left without hope. There is, in
fact, more to the story than what
Mendes grasps or portrays; and
we are called to proclaim the
rest of that story with as much
dynamism and vitality as we find
in the storytelling of Revolution-
ary Road.

Ryan Fields is a 2nd year M.Div. student
who has a strong passion for
discerning culture through film.

are often where inappropriate
situations arise. With respect
to counseling: having an
established time and place

for a counseling relationship
will benefit both you and the
parishioner. Counseling takes
compassion, empathy, warmth,
genuineness, and a great deal
of focus. Thus, giving counsel
in such places as the fellowship
hall after everyone has left a
dinner is not the most helpful
environment for either the
parishioner or the pastor-
counselor. An office that has

at least one window is perhaps
the best place to discuss issues
that are personal in nature. This
ought to be done at a time when
others are present and visible.
If the issue is impersonal in
nature, then a public meeting
place is appropriate. Thus,

the nature of the parishioner’s
issue will dictate the amount of
privacy necessary.

Additionally, boundaries must
be appropriate in order to be

wise and fruitful. For instance,
although leaving the door open
for any counseling session might
seem to be a good idea, it is
quite unhelpful. Rarely will the
door be left open in a counseling
session with someone of the
same gender (even though many
sexual misconduct issues in the
church are actually same-gender
issues). However, this seems to
be the kneejerk response when
it comes to protocol for cross-
gender counseling relationships.
When we leave the door open
we are essentially saying,

“One of us in this room (or the
combination of the two of us)

is dangerous. Thus, this office

is not a safe place to begin a
counseling relationship.” Many
important issues will not be
shared when the door is open;
effective counseling requires
this safe environment. If you
are worried about falling into sin
with a parishioner then you have
bigger issues than the fact that
someone of the opposite gender
is in your office with the door
closed. You may need to get

counseling yourself or to refer
them to someone else who does
not cause them to stumble, or
both.

Some counseling sessions do,

in fact, have another counselor
in the room; however, this is
rarely for protection from sexual
misconduct. The co-counselor
ought to have a specific and
strategic purpose. If they are
merely there to keep you pure,
you have not set appropriate
boundaries. In fact, if cross-
gender counseling is such a
struggle for you, do not practice
it. Allow others to handle

the counseling load for your
ministry. Also note: if you have
either an inflated or deflated
view of yourself you are probably
not in the best position to bring
helpful counsel. You are not

a worthless and untalented
person, nor are you incredibly
attractive and charming
individual. You are somewhere
in-between. Many sexual pitfalls
come about when church leaders
have not found their identity in

Christ and thus believe there

is someone or something else
they need to supplement their
biblical personhood. Remember
your identity in Him and you
will remain in an appropriately
humble position to counsel.

Though sexual misconduct is
possible as the end result of

an inappropriate counseling
relationship, the red flags for
such misconduct are no doubt
preceded by yellow ones.
Therefore, I encourage you to
spend some time in Gary Collins’
book Christian Counseling

in order to become familiar

with some danger signals that
can lead to such misconduct.
Remember, all cross-gender
counseling in ministry will begin
with an understanding of the
fear of the Lord and who we

are in Christ not with a fear of
sexual misconduct and what we
do not want to become.

Aaron McMahon, a recent TEDS M.Div. graduate,
is currently finishing the M.A./C.R program.
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Tnizé Trip

Join others from Trinity as we travel
to the Taizé prayer community

in France! During Spring Break,
March 4-13, 2010, we will do a bit
of sight-seeing in Paris and then
enter into the life of the Taizé
community by committing to the
rhythms of common prayer, group
Bible study, silent reflection, and
fellowship meals. If you want to
hear more about this life-changing
opportunit, email David Whited at
dwhited@tiu.edu.

CHAPEL OPEN FOR PRAVER

The Chapel has opened the doors
for students to come and pray
most weekdays from 6:30 am to
9:00 am and some weekends from
6:00 am to 6:00 pm. Please refer

to the Chapel schedule that will

be located outside the Chaplain
services door for the availability for
times of prayer. Also, the Korean
students will be holding a Korean
worship service from 5:45 pm to
6:30 pm in the Chapel daily. All are
encouraged to take advantage of
these opportunities.

From the Editors of the Graduate Scrawl:

The views and opinions expressed in this

and all Graduate Scrawl publications are
those of the authors and do not

necessarily reflect the
Student Services Office or the editors.

As always, thanks for reading.
If you want to submit
an article or ad, contact us at:
scrawl@tiu.edu.

one other implication. The model
of the Trinity calls us to live out
our unity and diversity in a spirit
of mutual honor. Just as Jesus
lived for the glory of his Father —
doing only what his Father told
him to do, saying only what his
Father told him to say, and praying
that the Father would glorify him
precisely so that he could glorify
the Father (John 17:1), so the
Father is committed to the honor
of his Son, so much so that he has
entrusted all judgment to him
“that all may honor the Son just as
they honor the Father” (John 5:22-
23). This is how we are to live
together in loving unity as women
and men. We are called to “honor
one another above [ourselves]”
(Rom 12:10). At the very least, this
means that we are to:

« Honor and respect each other
intellectually. Let us appreciate
each other as brothers and sisters
who are genuinely seeking to love
God with our minds. And let us
grow to recognize each other as

those from whom we can learn and
grow.

« Honor and respect our
experiences. Each of us has had
and continues to have rich and
significant experiences — with the
Lord and in ministry. They play a
crucial role in shaping us to be the
people we are. We need to honor
them all.

« Honor and respect our
motivations. Let us all assume the
best about our reasons for being
here at Trinity. The question
“what are you doing here?” must
always be a respectful and loving
invitation to dialogue, not an
accusation or an expression of
distrust.

« Honor and respect our sense of
God’s calling in our lives. Let us
remember the fact that each of

us is genuinely seeking to discern
God’s call in our lives and to follow
it. Our Lord is able to make his
will known to each of us. And if we
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need to be redirected in any way,
God is able to do that (Phil 3:15).
But that is God’s responsibility,
not ours. Our task is to honor and
respect the call of God in the lives
of each of our sisters and brothers.

How are we doing at living this
out here at TEDS/TGS? Better, I
think, than in the past. We have
made some significant strides

in recent years in becoming a
more hospitable community for
all of our students — especially
our women students. Have we
completely arrived? By no means.
We have more progress to make
at each of these levels. There is
responsibility for each of us. But
the grace of God is real and is
more than able to empower us

to keep growing in our unity as
women and men here at Trinity.
May we all be a part of this growth.

Dr. Steven Roy is Asscoiate Professor
of Pastoral Theology

as potential dating or marriage
partners. However, let’s propose a
more balanced approach to view-
ing one another. First, there is
the need for maturity to view one
another as persons rather than
merely as sexual beings. We are
primarily brothers and sisters in
Christ. Withdrawal from one an-
other is not an option in the Body
of Christ. Attempting to remain

“pure,” which often practically
means steering totally clear of the
opposite sex, can be a spiritual
cover-up for fear if we think of one
another as nothing more than dis-
tractions, equating enjoyment of
the sweet fellowship of the saints

with ungodly eroticism. God forbid

that the Body becomes afraid of
appropriately knowing all of its
members halfway between theo-
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logical convictions and shallow
conversations. Biblically we plead
with our brothers to not amputate
an arm of the Body by avoiding
friendships with women.

We just want to play nice...Let’s be
friends!

Jen Reilly is a 1st year M.A. student
in Communication and Culture.

lytically tight read, an interesting
sociological study in predomi-
nantly white suburban evangeli-
cal church culture. However, in
closing, I want to suggest that it
be read pastorally. As you look to
serving in a local church, consider
how Colon and Fields’ analyses
and challenges might be applied in
your particular context. How will

honoring both families and singles
in your congregation affect the
illustrations you use in sermons?
Take to heart their wise counsel in
the Afterword in choosing to form
or not form a singles groups, how
to advertise church events, or what
church-wide events to organize.
Hear their stories, their analyses,
and receive the corrective hand

they bring to how, as pastors, one
thinks about not only celibate
3osomethings but the church at
large—the church as a family itself
or the church made up of isolated
nuclear components?

Jennifer L. Aycock is a 2nd year M.Div.
and Co-Editor of The Scrawl.

on the calendar

OctoBEeR 26 Octoser 27
Stress Management All- University
Workshop Day of Prayer

ATO L43 NO CLASSES

11:00 am - 12:30 pm

Novemser 2 Novemser 3
Quad B Begins Matthew Series

Mt 17.1-13

Dr. Scott Manetsch
ATO Chapel, 11:00 am

OcroBER 28 OcroBER 29

Matthew Series
Mt 13.10-17, 34-35
Dr.D.A. Carson
ATO Chapel, 11:00 am

NovemBer 5
TEDS/TGS
SGA Chapel
ATO Chapel, 11:00 am

Novemser 4

OcroBer 30 OcroBer 31
Orchestra Concert
ATO Chapel
7:30-9:30 pm
Novemser 6 Novemger 7
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