ME 8000
Short-Term Missions

Syllabus July 23-Aug 1, 2009 Robert J. Priest

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course provides an overview of the exploding phenomenon of short-term mission trips,
reviews the latest research and literature on short-term missions and closely related subjects, and
gives course participants the opportunity to interact extensively with nationally-known leaders
and researchers of short-term missions. Course participants will be coached in individually
designed projects.

COURSE DESIGN:

This course will begin with two days of class at Trinity (Thur-Sat, July 23-25), followed by a
two-day (July 26-27) service-learning mission project in Chicago (with details to be posted by
June 30), followed by classes back at Trinity from July 28-30, and ending with participation in
an international conference at Trinity on short-term missions (July 30-Aug 1) — see
www.tiu.edu/stm.

WHO SHOULD TAKE THIS COURSE:

1.) Seminarians preparing for pastoral and/or youth ministry, or preparing to be missionaries.
2.) Youth pastors, mission pastors, or other pastors with responsibilities for mission trips.

3.) Missionaries with responsibilities involving supervision of visiting mission teams.

4.) Doctoral or masters students wishing to do research related to short-term missions.

TEXTBOOKS:

Fortunak, Laurie and A. Scott Moreau, Eds. 2008. Engaging the Church: Analyzing the Canvas
of Short-Term Missions. Wheaton, IL: EMIS.

Gmelch, Sharon Bohn. 2004. Tourists and Tourism: A Reader. Long Grove, IL: Waveland Press.

Priest, Robert J., Guest Editor. 2006. Theme Issue on Short-Term Missions, Missiology: An
International Review 34 (4).

Priest, Robert J., ed. 2008. Effective Engagement in Short-Term Missions: Doing It Right!
Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library.

Wuthnow, Robert. 2009. Boundless Faith: The Global Outreach of American Churches.
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.



ASSIGNMENTS:

1. Write a five-page summary-review of Wuthnow’s book, Boundless Faith: The Global
Outreach of American Churches, with special focus on how it relates to short-term
missions. Be prepared to discuss this the first day of class.

2. Read the following chapters and prepare a reading journal of your readings. On
average, half a page of summary/interaction (double-spaced) should be provided for
each chapter which you read — but not less than a paragraph, or more than a page.
Key quotes, key ideas, implications for the practice and understanding of short-term
missions should be the focus. As much of this as possible should be done ahead of
time, so that we can discuss these together in class.

a. From the book by Gmelch read chapters 1, 2, 7, 8, 14, 15, 25.

b. From the theme issue on Short-Term Missions, Missiology 34(4) edited by
Priest (2006), read chapters by Priest et. al., Linhart, Adeney, Birth.

c. From the book Effective Engagement in Short-Term Missions (Priest 2008),
reach chapters 1, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 17, 18, 19.

d. An additional five papers will be posted on-line as required reading.
Each student will select and read an additional 10 articles (from any of the
above books or from articles posted on-line) in accord with your own
interests.

3. A five-to-six page paper (double-spaced) will provide reflections and assessment of
the two-day service-learning experience which you participate in.

4. A five-to-ten page paper (double-spaced) will provide summary and reflections on
key conference presentations.

For doctoral students a major final project will also be required. Details will be provided
by the end of June.

DEADLINES:
July 23: Book review on Wuthnow’s Boundless Faith is due.
Aug 30: Reading journal, paper on your service-learning experience, and paper

reporting on the conference are all due.

Sept 30: Doctoral Projects are due.
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