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Plenary Speakers 

James Beverley, PhD (University of St Michael’s College) 

Expertise: Unification Church, New Religions in North America 

Dr. Beverley received his BA with honors and MDiv from Acadia University, his MTh 
from University of Toronto and PhD from University of St Michael’s College.  He is 
Professor of Christian Thought and Ethics at Tyndale Seminary and has taught there 
since 1988.  From 1978 until his move to Tyndale, he was a professor at Atlantic 
Baptist University in Moncton, New Brunswick. Among his seven books is Holy 
Laughter & The Toronto Blessing (Zondervan 1995), which was translated into 
French, Spanish and Indonesian. He is currently completing a major work on 
Christianity and other religions for Thomas Nelson and is coeditor of the forthcoming 
Encyclopedia of Religions in Canada to be published by HarperCollins Canada. Dr. 
Beverley is a freelance writer for The Toronto Star and a regular contributor to Faith 
Today and Christianity Today magazines. He has served as an expert witness in 
court cases in Manitoba and Ontario and has been quoted widely in the media across 
North America because of his expertise in new religions. Dr. Beverley presents 
frequently at the annual meetings of the Evangelical Theological Society and the American Academy of Religion. 

 

Craig L. Blomberg, PhD (University of Aberdeen) 

Expertise: New Testament Theology, Mormon-Evangelical Dialogue   

Dr. Craig Blomberg is Distinguished Professor of New Testament at Denver Seminary in 
Littleton, Colorado.  He holds the B.A. from Augustana College in Rock Island, Illinois, 
the M.A. from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, Illinois, and the Ph.D. from 
the University of Aberdeen, Scotland.  He is the author of twelve books and has co-
authored or co-edited four more, along with dozens of journal articles and chapters in 
multi-author works.  His books include three on the historical reliability and interpretation 
of the gospels (one specializing in John), two on interpreting and preaching the 
parables, two commentaries (on Matthew and 1 Corinthians), a textbook on Jesus and 
the Gospels and another on Acts through Revelation, and two books on material 
possessions in the Bible.   

 

James D. Chancellor, PhD (Duke University) 

Expertise: Children of God/The Family, Islam in America 

Dr. James Chancellor has served as the W.O. Carver Professor of Christian Mission and 
World Religions at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary since 1992.  Prior to that, 
he served as Dean of Arts and Sciences and professor of History and Religion at 
Colorado Christian University.  He has a BA from Bellevue College, an MA from 
University of Nebraska, an MDiv from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and a 
PhD from Duke University.  Dr. Chancellor is the author of Life in the Family: An Oral 
History of the Children of God (Syracuse University Press, 2000) and has contributed to 
a number of scholarly publications on new religions and Islam in America from a variety 
of perspectives, including ethnography and missiology. 

 




